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Recognition and enforcement of foreign judgments in 
Portugal and Angola
By Nuno Albuquerque

In the Portuguese jurisdiction the recognition 
and enforcement of foreign judgments is stated 
in articles 978 et seq. of the Civil Procedure Code. 

In the Angolan jurisdiction the recognition and 
enforcement of foreign judgments is stated in 
articles 1094 et seq. of the Civil Procedure Code. 

Since the regimes are very similar on both 
jurisdictions, in this article we intent to briefly 
explain how these processes work in Portugal 
and Angola.

The process required for a foreign judgment 
to be recognised and enforced in these 
jurisdictions is called “exequatur”. To start this 
process, the party must first file a claim that 
should be accompanied by the original or a 
certified copy of the following documents: 
the foreign judgment, legalised or apostilled; 
the date when the decision was rendered; a 
document verifying that the defendant was 
notified with a summoning order; a document 
attesting that the ruling is final and enforceable 
in the country of origin; translations of the 
documents; proof of power of attorney. 

contemplated. The decision will be made by 
a single judge, after a period of exchange of 
written submissions and a hearing. The parties 
must be represented by a lawyer. The claim is to 
be accompanied by the following documents: a 
copy of the decision; proof of power of attorney; 
and other documents that are considered 
relevant to the enforcement proceedings. 

The bailiff proceeds with the enforcement, 
rendering an order stating the affected parties 
and the subject matter of the enforcement, as 

The recognition is a process that gives the same 
effects to the judgment in Portugal or Angola as 
it does in the State where it was produced. This 
happens by introducing into the Portuguese 
and Angolan legal order the same situation that 
was established in the legal order of the State of 
origin. On the other hand, enforcement means 
that a judgment can be executed before a 
Portuguese/Angolan court, allowing the party to 
act coercively against the debtor in Portugal.

To recognise a foreign judgment, the main 
phases are the following: the claim; a preliminary 
analysis of the claim by the Court; citation of the 
defendant to present its statement of defence; if 
any matter arises that deserves a response from 
the claimant, there will be a written response; 
once the written statements are finished, the 
parties and the Public Ministry can plead and 
there is a trial and decision; the decision can be 
subject to appeal.

In order to enforce the judgment, the creditor 
must summon the other party before the 
court of the opposing party’s domicile or the 
court of the place where the enforcement is 

well as the investigation and research measures 
aimed to localise the assets of the debtor. Once 
the assets have been identified, they will be 
allocated to the creditor.

In case of opposition to the enforcement of 
the foreign judgment, the ruling deciding on 
such opposition can be subject to appeal. In 
case of dismissal of the enforcement without 
opposition, it is also possible to appeal such 
decision before the Appeal Court.


